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War-raids of the Ottoman ammy on the Croatian lands during
their sttempts to conguer Central Europe toolke place from the
lace 15th to the lace [Tth contury. A preat number of people
belonging o the aurnchrhonous Croarian  popularion were
banished or exiled from Crearian lands near the hoandary of the Orroman Empire. The
abandoned and sparsely populared territories were then calonized by senders helonging ra
other tamiomalities who came from the fedor of soorhessiem ]"_un:_ll_:t'; rllq",' weRe sl |','
Serhs and Vlachs, Laer the Wiachs were ellectively assdmilaved as pare of the Serbion
matione throwgh the mfluepce of the Serbian Orthodes Churche The major part of the
Wlach and Serb population immdsmated after the so-called “Long War™ (L393-1600) and
setthed on the land between the terricories ocoupied by che Turks and Habsbare-controlled
lands. These border lands included pares of Slavonia, Liks, Banija. Kordun and the
continentzl interior of northern Dalmatia b The colanization by Serb and Vlach sertlers
was organized inosich a way char cthnic groups could remain coperher in che new arcas of
sertlement & Many of the descendanrs of these serders cecnmally moved hack o cheir
original linds, while cnhers remained i thein new homes ol the 1990

The Huledwires exempied the Sechs ool Viachs setibed in Croonia’s sarewisted bosdersbineds
from the feudal system ' and soon onganized them w deferd the Monarchy agminst the
Turks in what was known as the Vome krojing, The word Srojing comes from che Secbo-
Croatian word krop, mesning end, or edee, The name of megion, Vono &raing, means
Milicary Frontier Zone .

In remurn for military service, the inhabitants of Krajina were free, ie. they had no
ohligarions as fowdal bondsmen. In 1630, the Ausmrian Emperor, Ferdinand 1T, granced a
charrer (Stzoea Valachomem) ro the inhabiranes of Kmjing wherehy the districr of Krajina
was prockaimed an auonomeas imperial rereitore. From thar time uniil 1881 the Krajina
ul'.]-;_p,ﬂl :;l::ll,r_1||-;_|r||1_.', I_H;'Irl:]__?' |:,||1;-.-;| :1|;-|I,|1|;-| rri;Irll ?glgruh R rll_!drl lfl-u;_l::lpl;l.;-|_r |_:||I, drrﬂ'lh_.- 115- I,E1|:
Wienmese Court. Until the eodd of the 16th century the Krajing represented o cheap sounce
of manpower for the Austriun imperial smmy snd kraime Serbs and Viachs were slso an
important favtor in deferwding the absolutism of the Austrian Emperors. Adter a peace
treaty was sitmed in Sremski Karlowed in [699 and the immediate threst from the Tucks
ceased, the soldicrs coming from the Krajing foughe all over Curape . Thus the Krajing
cmbadied, from irs very crearion, two maits: a ficrce pride in local independence, and an

enrhusiastic wse of arms &

Althonsgh the serlement of Serhs and Viachs in Croanian lands changed rhe ethnic and
religons structure of population, it dil net cause any ethnic conllices. There were vonilicrs
between Orthodox inmmigrants and Croatian Godal boods, whe demanded fewdal duties
from them. Therefore the immivranes resisted fendal loods many times inorder to detend
their autonomy

Changes in the Ausmian-Turkish border in che 17th and 18ch century, crises in the
Turkish empire and the end of ancien régme in some pares of Eurape ac the end of the TRth
cenmury resulied in o slow eapprochement among South Skavs, Croarian Serhs supporred
thee struggle of the Croanian nehiling againar Hungariznion. Theie cooperarion during 1he
T9th century was Qerther 5I,||;'r1|_=:l,|1|;':1|;'|,| because of the nfleence of berl and tatonabi=g
iles, althoush an the beginming of the [%h century Serfs Jid not suppont the Croatian
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Wyrian movement in mass ©, Cooperation strengethened during the “Spring: of Matons™
1545 when the Serbs from che Habeburp Monarchy supported Austro-Slavism, that is the
actempes of the Slavs in che Habeburp Monarchy to oanstorm the Auscrian Empice into &
federation of cgual nations. During che Revoludion of 15848 Serbe and Croats even
coordinared some military operations. Josif Rajadic, Parriarch (thar s, Orchedes Rishop) of
the Serb Orthedos Church came from Sremsks Karloved o Zagreh in arder o bless s
(ereernor) Josip Jeladie and the uniry of Croars and Serbs of the Haksborg Monanchy %
Barin Jelad it also .-E'-t_||-c-:' o both the Cronuan amd the Serb oarions i the Toone Kingdoam
| Netrochs hrvetiskormne 1 srlmhoone w trofeding kraljevind| of Aprl 25, 1848, He published (his
proclamation in Latin as well as Cyrlic characters ' In 1830 a laneusyre apreement was
signed in Vienna between representatives of Crostian and Serbdan men of letters acconding
to which the ljckavisn varisnt of Stokavian would become the literary language in Serbia
and Croatia, thus showing tendencics coward permanent cooperation becween Serchs and
Croars "L Condirions changed howeser in the 18605,

The autharitics in the Habshurg Monarchy starred to count the populacion by the end of
T5ch connury. The 1799 census shicwed thar in the Croatian-Slavonian Military Border
Fraine I;1'\.-||i|.'|"| included aoinbeern .‘:“irf'm] there wepe G440 abwalwianns: o 1814 lus sren
already counted 629,729 inhabivants . By the mid-1%h century the censos tkers stared
to include Lagoaee affiliation in their data ", According o the 1837 census, which
included the relidous affiliation of the population living usder the Monarchy, there wene
about 675,000 inhabitune: belonging o the Orthodosx faith, The majodoy of them were
Serbs, alchoush during the Turkish period a few thousand Croats had became adherenes of
Cirthodno faich, especially in inmer Dalmatia in the area snurrounding Sinj.
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Table 1. Population by religious affiliation in 1857.

Population by Civil Croatia Cralmiatia Frontiar Croatia - Total
Riebgious Military Zons
Affiliation Mumber B Mumber % | Mumber % Mumber %
Chaalkiedics TAT A2 ROAD| 33T AO0 8134 | 398 F43 S5RA0| 1492245 77089
Frogk Catholics 2 -- 341 0.0 5455 0.1 5 A28 0.
Orthodox 833,026 2| T30 1857 272364 4034 45E 410 2234
|I'rofeatania 4 BT 0.58 29 01 28E 0.04 5,150 03T
Total 845, 503 10000 | 415305 100000 | 67485 10000 | 1935672 100,00

SOURCE: Bovialkeomrey amd Vinkstand var der Zafkang vom 31 Ocfabor 1857

Muose of the followers of the Orthodox faith Bvied in Lika, Kordun and  Bandja, Here, n
cortain districes, the COrthodos comstitured berarcen 4% and 67% of the populacion, The
percentage of followers of the Orthodoe faith was substantizlly looeer in Slavonia (from 8%
o 2770 hecause they had zrarmed mo serele there afrer the Turks had lefr che repion (in
1A and the Slavonian Military Border Zone was caablished in 1702 " Thiz region of
costninnns Serh senlement semained iaacn annl the TS5

A tmvesnn Lt | .||,r|_:-1.rv|;=, uralil thes THODS thesre were rue GITTR vonilicts bepwes=n the Ciaxns
and Serb in Croutis. When the Ansplewh of 1807 the agreement on the reconstouction
of the Habsbury Momarchy which divided it into an Avstrian and o Husosrias part -- and
the Mopodba of 1868 -- which repulated Hungrarian-Croatian reladons-- did oot tulfill
Croatian demends, che situation chenged. Especially the Unionist Paroy, which demanded
closer cooperation with TTungarians, and che Party of Croar Stace Law, which demanded
Croarian independence, were anri-Serb. Olnly the Marional Parry wanted o sholish
anything thar might hinder gond relantions among che Sourth Slavie maviona This parry alao
demanded thar ek che Larin and Cyrilic alphabers e sanghe inoschonds so than Serhe and
Cuicnnts woneld be alde 1o wosk I:,lge.lhru i the el of lnesmies & the same e 1o 1he
Sech pational mwvement wis mining strength becase ol ity victories sgminst Dorkish
dummination; Croot Serhs looked with sympathy at this development. Thus the eelations
between Croats amnl Croatizn Secbs worsened, Furthenuore, the new school luw enaceed by
the Croatian parliament (sabor} im 1574 snd the Huabsburg ovcupation of Bosnia and

Ilerzepoving in 15375 plaved a significant role in worsening relations.

The Law on Lducarion envizaged a change in the supervision of schonls: until thar time
schanls had heen under rhe cnnrral of the Carthalic and rhe Serbs Oethodos Clhurches, bar
the: tew baw placed them under the coniral of the Clreanian satee iscll Bealy the Canhelic
aiul 1he Seals Oiethoedos Chenches o Clesnin were sEnEl il The secomwl aim ol the bw
was U o purely polivical natares The Cromian sothoities introduced the some texibooks
schools for Croatian and Serh pupils. They boped that in chis way Serb children would be
educared to become loyal Croatian (and Avstre-Hunearian) citzens who would et be
attracted by the neirhboring: Serbda, which by then had alresdy reached a hivh degmee of
autonomy. Jcrb nationalists from Austria-ITungary fourht against che new Law on
Lducarion and demanded char che Serb children be exemipeed from i

I addirion ra the Law on Eduearion, rhe rehellion in Tesnia and Tlerzepoving in 1873 had
asrrong coho among Croarian Serha, The ensis in Beania and 1lercepoving foreed Sochs
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ainl Corgnans todbeDne 1 hear wiewes sl o the Gist e I:||+'.'3,' also Died 1o deline thess ronoal
boarclers. The dillemnge reactions of Serbs ol Crooes wothe Aovstro-Hungsaran eccapation
ol Bosnia and Herzepoving in TETE only sherpened thedr already exdsting contradicions.
PBelatons between Serhs and Crouts deteriorated even in Dalmatin where aditionally chey
had been pood.. Unil then the Serbs inoche Dalmatan ssber {repionsl parliament}) had
supported demands of che Croats for unification with Croscia and Slavonia. Instead, afoor
1879 the Serb depurtics in the Dalmarian sabor searced o press for unificarion of Dalmaris

15

wirth Binsnia and TTerzepraing .

The antwrondsm between Croats and Croatian Serbs was also encourwsed by the ban ot
Croatia, the Hungarian Karoly Khueen-Hédervary (1883-1903), who supported the Serh
minoricy in the ficlds of religion, education and economy. With che help of the Serbian
depurics, he was ahle o counter efecrively many of the aims of Croacian nacionalises,
including unificationn of Dalmari wich Creania and Skhvonia, In 1902 there was a peak in
thectisia aof Croatian-Serhian relations when 1he Serl newspaper Selvdmen, published in
}',:,lgrrh, 1::||||_I_|;'|_| an aptiche of Mikola SLUaTmVIE ettt led "Sechs amd Crosns”™ Inothe arcle,
which had already been published in the Belprade Srjski krgiFewud glomik, the authos
plorified Serbisn historic achievements, Stojanovic woote, among other things, that the
Croatz *.,, do not heve special langmugse, nor customs, ner ... consciousness on mutal
belomging snd therefore could not be a separate nation L.." He ended the article with the
provocative starcment thar the fisht amonge Serhs and Croaes would Tast untdl *... our or
wourr end. One side must lose. Thar thar will be the Croaes is assured hecause of their small
nnimber, their geceraphic position and face thar they lve mixed with the Serhs 2" " This
arricle made Croarians so angry thar they wenr o demonsirare an the sieeers, fighring
pll\lhi:;l"lr' with the loeal Seilws amd LJL-!rln;llihhlll;E et hi1l_5|1.\. The “divids ¢ E'm{hﬂ'u" 1II_!¢]IL:I|I al
bem Khoen-Héderwing amd the mse of Croatian pationalism provoked real haeed among
Croats and Croatisn Serbe" Because of the inereasing Serb-Croat antaponism at the
bepinming of the 20th century it seemed that the possibility of South Slavic unification had
become past history,

The situation changed significandy in the following years becauze Khuen-TTédervdny left
the pogicion of Croatan ban and because under the influcnce of the Cooch professor
Tomas Masarvk, South Slavic minded yourhs began o unire around a Yugeslay program.
Ierefore as early as 190% the Croar and the Serh parties in Croatia along with some
|n|,|r'iﬂ-.||dt-'r'|l 1||_'||'ili|.'.i:4ru established o Croa-Serh Coalition 1o S A the l||||||:'.'i|_:-|t-e al
mational unity. Members of the Coalivion detended the view U Serbs amd Croas were
one nation with two names - or three nomes it we include the Slovenes, At the beginning
they demamded unification of all Scuth Slavs in the Habsbure Monarchy, Later some
vounygrer metnbers tried w extend che principle of uniey to the Serhs and Monteneperins as
woll, According to their view the cencer or capital of che whole country was oo he Belprade
8 Tr is inrercsting oo note thar Croats and Croatian Scrhs were ahle ro coaperare withour
prohlems when opposition o the Hungarian or Acsrrian policy was in question. [lowever
they were not able o agree when Bosnia and Hersegoving were invalved. This prohlem

aEin became 3 bor 1ssue altern 1he H:|||5.||u|,u_r I".-'il._1||'.'|||.‘|'|'|-' anmexed Bosiia ol Hr':l:-:l-eg-:_wiriil

i [ 904,

I 1906 elections the Coalition wor 42% of all votes and i 1908, 1910, 1911 aml 1913 it
pained the shsolute majority in all Croatisn lands amd a mejority in the Croatan schor.
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i-ﬂs.undﬂrst:mdi.ngs on Posnia and Herzepovina however showed that there were problemmns
in Crozrian-Serbian reladions ¥, 8o in the years before World War 1 ic was not clear who
would lead Sourh Slav unificarion.

Alrheggh the Serh-Croar Coalition retained the majority in the Croarian sabar during the
World War, the prsivicn of Cresnian Serbe warsened. Afrer the assassinarion of Archduke
Franz Ferdinand on June 22, [914 in Serajevo, D lvan Frank, lesder of the Croatian
Party of Law, during demonstrations in Zapreb asked oo secte accounes with advocates of
Serh-Croar conperation. Furcher anci-Serb demonstrations ook place in Diakowo, Perringa
and Slavonski Brod where the Serh churches and cemereries were destroped

Adrer the fighring began, Serb crhinde newspapers (Srhobran ere.) were forbidden as was the
wses oof the Cyrillic alphaber and Serh national symbals, The Serbs were wdensified as “Croas
wul Cireek-Fastern Faith.™ In spiLe ol all s 15,0640 Serhs of Crosnin were mabalized e the
Austro-Hungadan ammy. They did oot desery, olien because in that cose their Gonilies
would have been prosecuted, Ethnice Serbian soldiers fought on numerous battle fields of
Europe, especially on the [sonzo fromt where they defended the repions which had been
promised to [maly in the London Pact, Among them Field Marshall Svetozar Borojevic (2
Scrh from Ranija) deserves to be mentioned.

Serhs in Croarian lands were among the stunchese defenders of the Yuposlay idea. The
dream of unificarion of the Yugnstay rorricaries into the Kingdom of Scrhs, Crears and
Slowenes was ulfilled on December 1, 1918 2 Serhs were in relarive majoricy in the new
siate {in 1978 ety were 4,605,000 oo 5 E ".:!] svingd el |.1|r|'|11|13:|1- contiol i the |||.-'|.u|'|.'
estalblished stae. Serfe were dominant in the government sod almindstration, ineleding
the military and bursaucracy, as well as in the diplomatic servce ™ Croatian lands became
part f the unitarist Kingdom of Serbs, Croats soad Shovenes, which hid its Creater Serbian
nature under the policy of Yugoslay unitarism, The majoricy of Croatisn Serbs supported
this policy.

The unirarisc-cencralist constirutionzl order which was imposed by the Constimucion of
June 28, 1921 {the sn-called Se. Vinus Doy Constitution) caused non-Serhs unhappiness;
its phileaophy of ane narden wirh threee names soon cansed disconrent even among some of
the Serhs of Croati. Svetcer Prbidevic®, one of the most Pl lesnders of the Ciosian
Serhs, changed his policy amd joied the opposition i 1927, He madle peace with the
Croatian nationalist Stepan Radic, leader of the Croatian Peasant Party, and together they
established the Peasane Democrutic Opposition. Pribicevic tried to appesse the Croats, He
declared that che Yuposlay seate ... does noe have a fueure, i cthe Croat nadon is not
cqual a5 a constitucive part of ic as it is the Serbian nation, or if this stte is not in
accordance wich the wishes of Croarian narion we must able to decide on ies fucure descing

---I. 34-

Ihe wnaalved natonal question in Yugeshbwia cavsed numersis conflicrs and  pelivical
crises anl 11r-:_|r|||1|_-r'|.| the L]L-e'.'ura_rplnrerll_ of muemerous extiemist movements (Cheiniks,
Ustasha etc.) which reschied thear peak doring the Work] Woar 11

Serbiun politivians tried to solve the Croatian question on the eve of World %War 1 and to
find a0 compromise with the Croat politicians, These endeavors resulted in the so-called
Cwethovic-Madek Avreement siined by the Prime Minister Dicagida Crvetkovic and Vatko
Maéck, the leader of T155 and the Peasant Demaocratic Opposition party, on 23 August
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1939, This compromise agreement was possible hecause the Croacian and Serhian elire(s)
came i recopnize thar erhnic differences would nor disappear, and rhar narional idenrirics
coulbd nor he rensformed dnra A new  Yugnslay  narional idenritg. The agrecmen
anticipated the formation of the ethnically defined Banovmo of Croata which was o
receive broad avtonomy incleding clements of stacchood. It empheasized the cquality of
Scrhs, Croats and Slovenes in the common stace 25 the foundation for resolving the
marional question in Yugnslavia, As a result of the compromize, the Croartian Banovina was
frmeg]. This bancwving ircluded all counrics with a majority of Croars in the population.
e Hanovina of Croatia gor s parlimment {Sabor) hack again. Ir was given substantial
HTT RIS arml mEy functipns. T hae |t_|||J__r| ::|l1p|_:||11|_|;:-:_| Lhe VeI {L.:m] Epal Lhe
recormendation of the Sebor. In o oway, the creadon of the Banovina of Croatia meant
decentralization of the existing politcal system and marked o tuming peint in Yoposlay
political development which had been characterized until then by centralism and unitarism
2, I fulfillment was prevented by stare of Worlad War IL

Wiorld War 1T vras the maost difficule perind in che history of the Serbs in Croaria. Ac char
rime, within the German-Tealian Mazi-Fazcise sysrem, the Independene Seare of Clroaria
(M) was formed from the rerritorics of Croatia {withoun Dalmania berween Zadar and
apdic and Medjimurge and Baranga), PBesnia and Hersepoving and Srene This soae,
I.BI'!J_II.'ETH_II;'III on the CICCHPIETS arel puled by the Ustasha sovernment ol Anre Pavelid, was
indlependent vnly in pame. Its povernment wamted 1w create an ethnically clesnsed Crosiga
with the belp of Gennan and lalisn occupational forces, In their polideal propagsands, the
Ustasha described themselves as the "liberators” of the Croativn nation from “the Serbian
Belorude dictutorship™ and as puardians of "a thousand years of Croatian seatehood.™ After
they proclaimied cheir state they also started a ®racial Tevolution” arainst Jews, Chypsics
(Boma) and—abaswe all—Serbs, wha comprised 30% of the popularion of the new searc.
Pavelié held Deasnian Muslims o be “heothers of the purcst Croarian Blood.™ For the Sorhs
he: planned the ol exreeminarinn. Their desviny was clearly defined and decided by Mile
Biondisk, mmirisser of edocnion i NIH. He seaed on Jlli'r' 251941 “Pan of the Saibs we
shiall kifl, part of the Serby we shall displace, and the rest of them we shall convert w
Catholicism and thus assimilate mto Croats” . The wumber of the Serbes killed during
Pavelic's rerime has been estimmated at between 30,000 and one million. According to the
laese scholarly tescarch, the number was shout 330,000 <,

Because of the killings, not only Serbe, Owvpsics (Roma) and Jews, whose lives were
threarened, were unhappy, bur also Croartians and Tinsnian Muslimes, wha soon recognized
rhar the Independenr Srare of Croaria was nor the smare thar had been promised. Some
pepde in the NI were ready mo fighe the Usmsha regime and the acouparinn aemy. Some
ol 1hem ]l_a-'iru-:-gl the Chermik IoveInenl, nmoke ol them howeser j|_1i1||;'|_! the codnmminis
pairtizan movement. With the slosan of "Brotherbood and ondty” amd the vision of
federated Yusoslavia as a commumnity of equal nations, partisans seceeeded in uniting part
of the Serb und Crout populution in the liberation movement against the occupiers, the
NDH snd the Creater Serbisn hepemony in pre-World War I Yugoelavia, So, rather thun
being a civil war, the partisans' ficht apainse the domestc "Cuisling™ military formations
was an anti-Fascise/anti-Mazi national liberation war. Afrer the military and  policical
vicraries of rhe national liberarion movemenr i seemed in Creatia as well a8 in the resr of
Yugeslavia thar the natienal quesrion waz solved once and for all. This was ar lease the
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vallicanl idt—el;]l_:-_g,' ol the commumnist amboaiiies aler they extermmngied rens of thoosamls of
members of Chetnik, Ustashs and Home defenders  (Shovene and Croat  guisling
paramilicary units) and other opponents of the communist regime during the World War 11
perind. The Serbe of Croacia in their firse congress in Seprember 1945 in Zagreh declared in
a special resolurion thar ... their hrotherbood wich Crears farped in rheir comman fight

- s A puaranres for g happy oo life of Serbs and Croars in Croatia and also for the
exiarence and developmenr .. |~.-I'|:Im whole of Yugoslavia ..."

I was nol ot all that wleal; differences berween Serfs and Croas were sull dhere. Serbs
could not fomgive aoed foreet the Ustasha genocide during the war, Croats could not fongve
amd forpet the exterminabon of tens of thousaod members of their ppramilicery formeations
after the war and they blamed Serb commumists for it

In zpite of that, the Croats and Serbian people in Croatiz started rebuilding the counery
with great enthusiasm. Serbian youch parcicipated in voluntary mass physical labor, More
and more Jerhs soarmed moving inee the Croacian mowns sccking emplovmenr and forming
mixed marriages. In proporion, they found mere jobs in the army and police and in the
administration of the ruling parry than the Croas did, becase mose of them had
it.lHi-:.'ip.:lIHll it the war of liberaticon. Being frontersmen, militaey snd |_:-|:_||ili4 al activity was
their trahition. Proporticoately their educational bevel wae lower than thit of the Cromes,
s0 it was more ditficult for them to et jobs in industoy and other non-sgmarian activities.
This was anwther reason for their joining the ammy sod the police *%,

In zpite of promizes by communist leaders duringe World War 11 abour the equalioy of all
Yumoelavy cthno-nations, post-"World War IT Yuroslavia was again a centralized szate.
Furthermare, in Croaria Serbs had much more power in their hands chan would have been
cupected on the basis of their demagraphic serengrh zince they comprised less then 159% of
the toaal popularion of the Secialian Bepuhlic of Crearia,

An imteresting innovation in the post-World %Woar [ Yugroslay census is the the sppearance
of 3 mew catepgory, the "Yuroslavs,” During the [970s the number of those who declared
themselve: “Yugnslavs” increased sharply due o the polidcs of the Yugoslav stace and the

Table 2. Number of Serbs and Yugoslavs in the former SR of Croatia in the post-war Period.

Year | Tollnumber | | GROATS | BFRAS [ YUGOS! AVS
| of innhsbitants | Mumber  Percent | Mumber  Percent | Mumbercunt P@mnt

1948 377058 | 2975309 FAFT | G43796 1430 £

1853 3,836,022 3,117.513 Fa.20 385,736 14.86 —_ —_

1951 4 150 B9 3,339 841 i1 25 624 991 1502 15,5549 aar

1571 4476221 | 1510847  TO3R | BRETES 1476 B4118 190

1981 4601460 | 3454661 TEO7 | 631502 11.55 0057 B4

i1 A, 781,263 3, F36, 355 g0 351,653 1216 106.041 222

1991 1265 125.6 107.0

wihen

1848=

100

SOURCE. Malridevit J., Meghonaioos! seviowoddive Jugosals . po 35 Mod recilsdl pogisse
sfamauniie, domadinsmva | peinenueeh gardnsinva 1AR7 poding Stehshidd paton Ay 1934
Mavionaind sasefar sanowiéve oo opdiinensE, Beograd 1835,
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many crhnically mixed marriages. The number and share of “Yupnslavs" sharply declined
in the second half of the 19802 due i worsening coonomic and political conditions, and
proawing ethnie rensions and divisions in the couney

There were numercus conflices between Croats and Croatian Serbs in the decinles belpre
the 19905, In an intervisw for the Belgrade mewspaper Folinko, ot the bepinming of 1950,
even the leading Crostian commumist politician, Vladimdr Balearid, confessed that =,
Crostivn-Serbisn antipuathy ... was very much present ...". This wus confirmed by
demonserations in Zagreb after Zagreb's *Dinume”™ won a soccer match apainst Belprade's
“Crvena zvezda”™ A Slowene writer, Edvard Kochel, commented prophetically: ... In
Telsrade che haered towards Croars, in Zagreb towards Serhs reipned, rthar chey would in
the beginning of the war or srane disoeder .. sheor ar each orher, slawgloer. .. and
fewture. .. a5 they had never [done] in history ... We are all slecping on a voleana, which

I.I:llllil I."rll!'ll i ||II" !'\-rII:-IIEH"hl "\.II.-ILZH o ; 3

The relutions between Croats and Serds shorpened during (e se-called "Croatian Sprng”
and especially during the debate about constitetivnal smendenents in 1971, The Croatian
“enfunt terrible,” Mika Tripale, declared thae constitutional amendments represented only
the bepinning of the fight apuinst the federal "Gtadsm' which could be seen in polidical
praceice. In Croads s policy of “ethnic halance” was initisced so as oo bring the percentage
of Serhs emploved in public secror, cspecially in the sccuricy farces, o he equal o the
percentage of the Serb popularion in the varios regions. The Serbs were nver-represcnced
due e the Ber thar they had more members in the League of Cormmunise. The Serbs

E1||_-|r':~l-r'd '-.'igl,:-ll_:-ll.‘.ll. and |.'|_‘:-|1:-|_::-|:|-:-:| 1hus lh_1|ir',: 1o thee Barible deeds af 1he Usiashi, "'|'||-c"_r
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shall never be able w suprise ws wgain 27 declared the Serbs in Krajina and ovher
ethnically mixed repions,. “Today we have ane e hidden bebind every door™

In 1971 and 1972 the Yugoslay authorities started to counter the natonalist movement in
Crostia, The Crostan leadership finslly resimed. In the aftermath of the crisis literally
tens of thousands of the League of Communists of Croatia members were expelled and
3,000 persons were imprisoned for political reasons. Afrer the liberals in the League af
Commamises of Croaria were thrown our of power, the “iron hand” reigned and for rean
decades Croaria hecame a “republic of silence™.

he Ciosn communis FEEIne amd  Croguan navonalizs alse remgined  silein when
Shobolan Milogevid started e e Sedlian maionalism as o power buse and rose w power in
Serbia, At that time, while mus demonstrations of the Serbs with their Serbian national
iconeeraphy were orranized cpendy and broadeast oo the state TV every day, Croat
demonstrations remained hidden, However, the Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ), the
main Creatian opposition parey ideologically based on Croatizn nationalism, held ics first
demcnseration on 28 February 1989, and soon received mass support among Croars, The
party was ot legalized uncll December 1989, when Croarian communises, following the
Shwene example, decided e eall for mulriparry elecrinns. During the pre-clecrion hanle
the Croatian communists were hampered by the fight among cthe League of Communist
fractions, i ¢ the reform wing and the wing of the “defenders of the olds ways" Put
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Tudjman's ITDZ gave Croatian people what they wanted — Croatian nadonalism as a
weapnn apainst Serbian narionalism and pressure from Ticlerade. Tudjman alsa the pained
support of Crearians abenad who supporred him financially, Sirolianeoasly the sinearicon in
Yugealavia was deverioraning mpidly and, althasgh inernally divided, also the Croamnian
comsmunists el the 140h TIIE-I_H:.IU'-' |..t"<lglli:' ol Clommminst C-;_lr'ngn;'ﬁs i _l:_|r1||.'||'=,' THeh
Comssguently, the HUE overwhelmingly won the elections in May [9900 [t looked like
Croatian independence was within reach, However, the Croatizn Setbs in rural sreaz wene
apwinst it ... 7

The case of the Serbs in Crostia was a special one; sccording o the Consticution of 1974
they had the stacus of a 'nadon-building nacion” (3 constitutive nacion of the Croatian
Republic). The majoricy of Serbs lived in the hinredand of the Dalmarian consr, in Lika,
Banija, Kerdun, Slavania, Wesrern Srijem and Paranga {the regions of aurochrhenous Serh
sertlement in the “Miliary Fronrier Begion™) and in the Targesr ciries.

In spite of che face that the repions where Serbs settled in Croatis were economically
underdeveloped, the main routes of Crostis (sod former Yogoslavia) were siozeed in
those regions — from Zagreh to the Dalmatian cosst and from Zagreb o Telprade.
Alzo, the Serbian population produced numerous communise political leaders in
Coroaria, whe cecupicd many pelivical pesis s well as impomane poasitinns in culneeal life
and the stare-run economy. Onee o was cemain thar Yugoshvin would he disselved,
anee ol the mae siems of Milodewid™s l_HJI'iI,,"g' wais L Inearporale the TR S inbuabared by
Croatian Serbs into Greater Serbia,

Len the sprimg of 1990, the HDZ won the elections, The new Croatisn president, Franjo
Tudjmman, sterted to implement the polidcal promizes the HDOZ had made during the
elecooral campaion, especially the promise oo build the Crostian nationsl state, This
provoked unrest among the Serbs in Kninska Krajina, who stll remembered ethnic

Table 3. Distribution of the Serbs in Croatia after World War I1.

Tertitary. 1548 1571 1581 1951 TNOEX
l |Number % |Number % |[Mumber % [MNumbsr % | 199108
Morthwest Dalmatia | 83503 154 03256 145 83171 156[ 22212 158 1104
Lika and Gorski| 81420 150] 70168 12| 54435 103 55114 95 677
Katar
Banga s Konedun 13473 248 131078 208110184 207 117058 2041 BRa
Slavnnia, Baanja | 1990978 387 | 277E03 363 1E0338 WS [ 157209 139 8 &
and Wastarn Sdjem

The regicws of 499 583 910522502 B33 423120 RIS (481504 794 = il
canfrs Serh
settiement
Jthar parts of 44 212 BA 14487 6T | 103373 195 | 12006 206 2716
tommer Ser Croatis

121aL0 543, s 1000 | 625,788 1000 | 531,502 10000 | 581,663 100.0 1070
Share in total 15.0 % 142 4% 11.6 % 124 5

population ol The
Tormesr Seakes of
Lroatia

SOUTYCLE. llic, The Sebs in e Fomrer SR ol Crosls . po 357
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cleansing during the pericd of Pavelic's Tlstasha repime during Warld War 11 They
feared mew exrermimations and new erhnic cleansing and were, therefore, amrracred by
the Grear Serhinn nariomalise ideas of Slabodan Miledcvic's ro unite all rhe Serhs ina

CEMTIENN =8

Lincler these conditions the decisions of the new Croatian autbwrities did oot calm their
fears, Exactly the oppuosite: the new Croatisn authorities threw mumerows Serbes out of
jobs i public service and the polive -- in the termitories where the Serhs were ina
mjority 25 well as in the others. The Crostan flag was changed, replacing ics red five-
povinced scar with 2 red and white chesshoard, the historic cozt of arms of Croata. This
was a tradicional medicval Creoatian coac-of-arms, bur Anme Paveli€ and Uscasha had
used i as rhe symbol of the Independent Srare of Croaria (KD during World War (1L
In sdditeon, as sugpested by the new aurharities, Croatia's new constituon ne bonger
declared the Serbs i Croana o constnmive naton, which meann thar they becune 2
national minonty in Croatia A The Serbs found this very disturbing sinee all previows
Croat republican constitutions after World War U had mentioned them a constituent
Tation.

Thuse actions provoked unrest amony the Croatiun Serhs, Rather than the moderates
Jowan Cipadié and Jovan Ratkovid, who demanded cultural autonomy for che Serbhs of
Croacia, Milan Tiabic gained in repucartion and followers, TTis aime was the scocssinn from
Croaria of the rerrirorics populared by Serks, Supporred by MiloSevid’s satemene thar
republican borders were anly adminisrranive divissons and thar only madoens, and no
IL-'E:I|||':I|:i|.'.'aI hadd abee nght 1o sseede Troam the federaiion, Croonn Serls stared o
arganize. On July 23, 1990, the Serb paciament in the city of Srb proclaimed s
Dweelaration on sovereipnty and autonomy of the Serbion nation and then on Awgrust
18, in spite of a ban issued by the Croatisn constitutionsl court, organized 1 referendum
on the cultural and political ausmomy of the Serbs n the termitony of Kninska Krajins,
Cn Awguse 1Y, Croatian police vnits tried unsuccesstully to forbid the referendum by
force. Under the leadership of Milan Tabic, the Serb populadon armed itself, puc up che
harricades and staped an uprising. The Belgrade aurharites also inrervened with che
Zagreb auchorities on behalt of the Serbe of Eninsks Krajina, peining for it the stacus of
a para-state divided from the rest of Croatiz behind the barricades .

As the Croatian authoritics were unable m make the Serbs obey their decisions, the
Serbs of Kninska Krajina conrinued o creare their oewn “staee.” On Seprember 30,
1990, rhe Serh Naronal Council declared aurenomy of Kninska Krajing (Northwesr
I Dalmatiag lver also commnes of Lika amd Gorski Korar and Banis and Kordun joaned )
and bodly pew bardcsdes. On Oeroler 3 with 1he I‘H:EIP al the new bardcagdes, I_|1|;'l|-'
interrupted all trallic by ril smd rosd with the rest of Croatia. On Oowober 21, a special
Statute of SAC Krajing was officially proclaimed by the Serb National Council and the
Serh Autonomous Authority Erajina — Sriska meeomommna oblast Krapma (5AC Krajina)
— was declared, In chis terricory the Serbe comprised from 50 % to 97,5 % of che local
populacion.

A fow monchs barer, in January 1990, rhe Serhs in Slavonia organized themselves on che
same: principle. The Serhs of Slavonia, Baranin and Wesrern Srijem creared a Serb
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Maticnal Council for their rerritories in Sidski Banovei. This Serh Marional Ciouneil
tssved o Dl ||J'-|'i|u< Serh Mo an the end of Febouary 1997, Tinodhes teredioay the
- : . L = 5 1
Serbs comprised from 20 % w 30 % of the local populaEen ©

Croatia dound itsell in very difficult circumestances, On the one o, because of the
preparativns  tor itz secession from Yugoslavia, the JNA  (the Ywsoslay  Anny)
threatened to proclaim martial lews, on the other hand, the Serb webels controlied larnse
parts of Croatia, In Februany [990 the rebels oven declared and published a Resolution
aon dissslution from Crears and remaining in Yugoslavia, In March 1991 che firse
amied clashes hepan herween the rebel Serbs and Creatian police unirs. In neder o
present urther clashes, the Yugsky Presidency ordered the [MA 0 imervens and

~r'[1.-||:|‘.r Ihl—: .'\.I:Ir'.‘\.-

The intervention ol the JNA amd furber worsening of conditons in the lederation
convinged the Croatian lesdership to proceed towards Croatisn independence, Om
May [2, 199], they opranized a ceferendum in which wlmost 53% of the voters
participated, and 94.17% of them opted for Croatisn independence *, The Croatian
povernment gained the people's suppors. The Crostan Sabor, on June 25, 1991,
declared independence. Thiz meant new frouhles for Croacia. Miledevié did not oppaose
rthe independence of Croaria (and Skovenia) bur ar the same rime he declared thar the
Croarian Serbs alsn had the righe o secede from Croaria. He declared the rghe of
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Croatian Serlbs o 1.||:-|||,_eu |L-e|_:-u|:-]t|:'||| admiidstianive borders, 5o than the border of
Croatis would coinecide with the ethmic Serb border, allovdang Koinska Kragina aml
Slavonda tw remain vutside of Croatia ',

The KA sterted to implement its plan in the middle of July, A real war broke cut, in
which the Serb insurpents at ficst prowvoked fights wich the Crostdan forces, and che
intervention of the JTNA followed “to separzce the fighting sides™. The Croatian smy
was not powerful enough e deal wich bach the Serb insurpents and TMA, and cvery day
rhe: JRA conrrelled a larger parr of Croaria. Tialmaria was soon cur off from rthe resr of
Croaria. Slabodan Miledevié and his co-visionaries plannes] to creaie a Mew Yuposlavia
occupying all che Crostia cermitordes east of the Vitovitics-Karlovac-Karlobag line, As
the strength of the Croatian smy increased, their objectve was reduced oo occupying
the Croatian-Serhian ethnic borders *. The front line followed the ethnic borders, so
thar three zeparate Scrb repions in Croaria were creared. They were  rerricorially
conneeted only over the lands of Besnia-Hersegowina, The largesr and best arganized
wis the Kninska Krajina region. The second was the region around Giling and western
Shwvoria; the thinl PERN was el Slavorrviz el Boramp (Croatan l:'n;_u,||||1::w|3-|;-.],

which bordered on Serbin Y.

After the Serh rebels and the [MA occupied most of the desited territories, the
leadership of what remained of Yuroslavia demanded on @ November 1991 that che
United Nadons Security Council send pescekeeping forces to Croatia, The UM
Security Council adopted its Resolution Mo. 743 on February 21, 1992 % This meant
rhar Serk desires and accomplishmenes were secured, and the Eepublic of Serh Krajina
[Repeddifa srpska Krgiing or RSK] was csmablished on December 19, 19971, Milan Babid
hecame irs first presidenr .

I spure al the fact thar Croania wais 1t-e|:-:_||_=:r|i'.-.-r-|.i b ihies Eimopesin Linaon {Jameiy 15,
1992 andd by the Llnited States of Amerca (Apnl 7, 1992) and was sccepted it the
LIN on 23 May 1992, the situation on the buttleground did not change, Fighting could
not be prevented. The front line remained unchanged until spring 1995, Ar that poine
Croatia, with the financial help of its Emigré communites, succceded in building a
powerful army chat, in a blickricg in May 1995, first regzined the cerritorics of Western
Slavonia . Tn Aupusr 1995, the Croatian amy, with iz aperation “Seorm® [Dlja],
regained conrrol over most of the rerrirorics of the RSK .

Fowr vemrs of war in Croaria had very bad conseguences for the Croarian cconomy amd
social sranon. The rerniones where the miliy ﬁglﬂing had 1aken p|:;||:'1: {|-'.\11|-:1:|::||E'|-'
snmie regions of the former Sech settlements) were almost deseried because people bl
Hed to escape the war andd ethnic cleansing. By the end of summer in 1993, Croatia
controlled all che territories with the exception of Podunavlje (.3% of the stae
territory), which was still under the UNCRO (United Nadon Confidence Restorstion
Clperation) contrel. Attempts to nomzlize relacions between Croatia and cthe Federsl
Bepublic of Yugpcelavia did not hasten the return of the Serhian refupees to Croatia, in
spite of the facr thar the memorandum of diplomaric ries formally alloaed for che zafe
rervrm of arowneg 200,000 Serhs who escaped from the region of Krajina. The Croatian
aurharitees dicl o ke the ades ol Serlr relupees ht'l.rlg allwedd 1o renin to Croatia, amd
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they did everything in their power 1o render retum of the relugees maore difficuly. This
worsenied the intemational situation of Croatin, Unil the bemnning of 1998, only
12,000 Serks hed returned to their bomes i westernn Slavonia and Eninska Krajina;
and # mere 8,000 Serhe had returned o Croadan Podvnavlje (one-tenth of the Serb
refupees)

After its milicary successes in 1993, Croaria was successful when, as a pare of the
negoriarions ar Dayron, Crearian Podunavlje was peascefully reinregrared inra Clresiria.
Jacaques Klein's internanional pesce mission alsn deserves mennn in this connecrion. In
spite of the peraceful reestablishment of Croatisn auchority in this reron, guite a few
thousand members of the Serhian cthnic group emiprated from it 7.

Prosident Franjo Tudjman died of cancer on || December 1999, T months afrer his
dearh, palitical condirionz in Craaria chaneed complerely. Croacia seill has ro deal wirh
the comsemuences of the “war for the homeland.™ e muse enable the Serhs of Krajina,
wha fMled from Croaria during the war e Beania-Hersegowing and the Federal
H¢11||1_1|i-;; Tl.rgujl:;n"i:;l, v petori o Uhesr homes. Tlas has 11r|:_11'r,1|s,|;'|,| .:»:||:;|1|_j- lu_ylll_'il;ar ﬁj__!.lll,s,
however. The Stabilization Assoviation Apresment between Croatia and the European
Limion, amorg other thingrs, establishes Crostia’s oblipadon to cooperate with its Balkan
nwedipghbors, Thiz is too much for many Croacs, who stubbomly detend thedir view of their
historical rights and national mterests, which they see as oricnted towards the Catholic
Wist, They are conwinced thae Curope is sending them “hack o the Balkans,” from
which they jusr cacaped.
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[...]1 I have had many times an opportunity to speak with Croatians about the unity of Serb-
Croatian nation and | did not like the insincerity of the people | spoke with. They pretended
that they did not understand the main point of quarrel between Serbs and Croats. All the peo-
ple I debated with about this talked in general about unity being very nice, one might say
beautiful, but they very carefully avoided touching the main point of conflict and never did
agree to do what could happen in unity, what any other for the sake of unity in their place
would do. When the Serb rejects all their nice stories and when he says: good brother, when
you speak so beautifully about unity then we should mutually work towards establishing in
practice the law on Triune [Kingdom] according to which Serbs and Croats are equal nations
in everything [...] In general that the Orthodox Serbs became equal to the Catholics, e.g. that
the Serbs and Croats or Orthodox and Catholics will be equal. When they became equal in
everything then we could really believe that they wish unity and then we shall be able to talk
about what to do in order to preserve unity between Serbs and Croats forever. Otherwise to
talk about unity of Serbs and Croats but at the same time not recognizing the matter that to the
Serbs as a nation is the holiest -means simply talking nonsense.

When the Serbs and Croats will be equal in everything at their home, when they will become
brothers equal in their own house, then they will need to take care how they will deal in pol-
itics towards the Serb Kingdom and the Montenegrin Principality as well as towards the other
Serb lands. Then they must practice unity until they include all the Slavs.

The main source of misunderstanding is about the important question: who is going to unite
the Serb-Croat nation? Croats mean that and try to prove that they can and need to unite the
Serb-Croat tribe. Serbs are stating that it is under no circumstances possible and that if this
were to happen under the leadership of political aims of Triune [Kingdom] on the basis of tra-
dition of the same lands it would be the same as ruining the independent life of the Serb-Croat
tribe.

Some moderate Serbs and Croats would like to introduce unity on the basis of division of those
two nations, but those moderates differ between themselves when it comes to the question of
drawing the borders between those two tribes. As to the borders, it’s not worth talking about
them. History has shown that two independent little states of one nation cannot survive
because of the different influences. The fights from the past would reemerge in the future [...]

[...] There is only one remaining issue — the most important — which is disturbing peace at
home and outside the borders of the fatherland. Who is going to lead unification, who is bet-
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